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From Luther until now
That culture mad,
Find what occurred at Linz,
What huge imago made
A psychopathic god:
O and the public know
What all schoolchildren learn,
Those to whom evil is done
Do evil in return.

Exiled Thucydides knew
All that a speech can say
About Democracy,
And what dictators do,
The elderly rubbish they talk
To an apathetic grave;
Analysed all in his book,
The enlightenment driven away,
The habit-forming pain,
Mismanagement and grief:
We must suffer them all again.

Into this neutral air

Where blind skyscrapers use

Their full height to proclaim

The strength of Collective Man,

Each language pours its vain

Competitive excuse:

But who can live for long

In an Euphoric dream;

Out of the mirror they stare,

Imperialism's face

And the international wrong.

Paces along the bar
Cling to their average day: